
Introduction to parcel #342406-9279 

I have purchased land off of 6th street in Issaquah with the purpose of building a house. This property is 

immediately opposite the Mormon temple. Several factors influenced my decision, primarily including 

the 6th avenue development report issued by the city, public record, and a visual walk of the site prior to 

my purchase. I believe this site is reasonably best used as a single-family dwelling, and I believe that this 

land (although it has fallen into disrepair until my ownership) should not be classified as a protected 

wetland, since the bulk of the property at the time of my purchase was infested with blackberries and 

trash from the neighborhood. This assessment is backed by the most recent wetland report I’m in the 

process of finalizing with my wetland consultant.  

Prior to my purchase of the property, it was doing no good for anyone. There was extensive litter and 

refuse dumped on the property, and minimal viable habitat. There were are 3 large trees that weren’t 

dead on the right side of the property, a lot of blackberries, and some willows lining the front edge. The 

land was wasted space, and covered largely with non-native, invasive species. Since my purchase of the 

property, I’ve planted a host of willow saplings and 5 red cedars.  I’m in the process of other 

improvements, including ditch maintenance. The fact that the property’s previous owner was cited 

multiple times for not maintaining his ditches leads me to believe it is both in the city & my best interest 

to produce a single-family dwelling to occupy and fund the maintenance of this property to encourage 

proper maintenance, resolve site issues, and create viable human habitat as well.  

In order to best preserve the land, improve the local watershed, and help the local ecology, discourage 

miscreants and liter, and assist the City of Issaquah in their vision, I believe the best course of action 

would be to build a single family home, with natural landscaping, a water recovery system, minimal 

impact through green building techniques, and drainage-friendly driveway. This would enable the best 

possible use of land, preserve the local wetland ecology in a better way than currently exists, and enable 

humans to safely and successfully cohabit the area.  

Outline of Proposed Collaboration Meeting Discussion: 

1. Site Plan Review 

2. Variance Process 

3. Recommended Next Steps for Building 

a. Permitting Requirements  

b. Variance / Wetland Bank preparation 

Key Questions to be Answered: 

1. Is the house plan that I’ve invested in reasonable given green roof techniques?  

2. Will any wetland mitigation payments be required? What adjustments can be made to the site 

plan to prevent mitigation requirements? 

3. Will a variance be required, or just permit approval given contested wetland state? 

4. What will be required from a local plant landscaping perspective? 

  


